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January 2010       

Letter from the Principal      

Dear Parents 

Christmas brought to an end a very busy and successful term. Our new students settled in 
quickly, continuing students were progressing well with their second year work and offers of university 
places were flowing in. Staff and students had been working extremely hard, not just on examination 
and assessed courses, but also Enrichment and other activities. We organised a College-wide 
óProtect the Humanô Week in October and ôDriving Safety Awarenessô week in December. The 
Studentsô Union raised over £1,000 for Children in Need and there was much enjoyment in the 
process. The Christmas Instrumental and Choral Concerts were, again, top class along with Drama 
and Dance productions. There were 48 separate off-site trips/visits last term alone. It was 
wonderful to see last yearôs leavers return to College for Celebration and Award Evening.  All in all, a 
busy term! 
 
The pace of study increases in the New Year with modular examinations starting as soon as students 
return and pressing deadlines for coursework, assignment and other project work. We will continue 
to do everything we can to support and guide your son / daughter. Some students find it difficult to 
get the right balance between study, social life and part-time paid employment. Working together ï 
staff at the College and parents at home ï we can help provide the guidance and support needed by 
our young people at this time. 

I hope you had an enjoyable festive break and wish you all a very 
happy and prosperous New Year. 

      

 
 
Jane Machell 
Principal MA, BA (Hons), PGCE 

Printed copies are available from the Student Services Help Desk 
and Main Reception for those who do not have access to the Internet.  Please direct any feedback on 
this newsletter to pam.goff@altoncollege.ac.uk. 

mailto:pam.goff@altoncollege.ac.uk
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Message from Alison Cliffe, Parent Governor 

Itôs the time of year when the new students start to get more involved with their College, having just 
elected their new Student President and his team.  One of my roles, as Parent Governor, is to chair 
the Student Sub-Committee, which gives me an opportunity to get to know the Student Union team 
and hear all their thoughts and ideas.  The Student Union is the voice of the students as well as a 
route for the College to inform and advise students on its policies.  This yearôs outgoing team headed 
by Matt Fay and Jonny Williams, have done a tremendous job in promoting new ideas and 
communications, especially with the development of the new student website.  The new Student 
Union President, Talie Burkitt-Jones and Vice President, Ash Mohan seem just as keen and 
enthusiastic and I look forward to working with them. 

Information for Parents of all Students 

Progress Reviews 

These took place on 27 November when students were able to meet to discuss their progress with 
their tutors and Progress Review forms were issued at the end of these meetings.  Please ask your 
son/daughter to share their Reviews with you.  You are also able to see your son/daughterôs Progress 
Review by sharing their access to the Individual Learning Plan on Moodle. 

Information for Paren ts of Year 1 Students 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Higher Education Fair, 11 March 2010 

This event will take place on 11 March at The University of Portsmouth.  Representatives from most 
Higher Education institutions will be available to offer advice and information for students.  Transport 
will be by coach and arranged through College.  Attendance is by ticket only and 500 tickets have 
been secured.   

This event is often the catalyst that gets students really involved in their decision making.  Further 
details will be given out in the next few weeks and we would encourage students to sign up as soon 
as possible. 

Changes to Courses in the light of AS Level Results 

First year AS students need to make final decisions on which subjects they wish to follow through to 
A2 level immediately after results are published on 19 August 2010.   

Student Services Managers will be available to support students in making decisions on 23 and 24 
August.  Parents may wish to bear this in mind when planning Summer holidays. 

After a One Year Course 

Students who are on a one-year course should now be thinking about what they wish to do next.  
They can make appointments to see the Careers Adviser, Jane Lightbody, in Student Services to find 
out about all the options open to them.  Many students will be considering re-applying to the College 
to start a two-year course or a further one-year course in September 2010.  Tutors will be informing 
students about the relevant procedures early in the New Year.  You should be aware that students 
need to achieve at least a merit grade on their BTEC 1st course and be recommended by the 
department, in order to progress to the next level.   

Please see the Parentsô Guide or ask Student Services for a copy of the Progression Policy if you are 
unsure about this. 
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Careers Drop-In Service 

This service is available to all students requiring any information on careers, job searching, training 
and higher education, every Monday to Thursday from 1-2pm in Student Services.  Please encourage 
your son/daughter to use this whenever necessary! 

Students can also still make individual appointments with Jane Lightbody via Moodle. 

Information for Parents of Year 2 Students 

Higher Education Student Support 2010 

Over 200 parents attended the óStudent Finance in Higher Educationô sessions run by the University 
of Portsmouth on 19 November.  The PowerPoint presentation from this event is available on Moodle 
(Student Support/Higher Education). 

Those who attended will remember that the on-line application process for Student Finance was due 
to go live on 7 December and you may have seen in the press that this had to be delayed.  However, 
this has now gone óliveô and applications can be made at www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance (which 
also contains a comprehensive overview of the system).   

For students starting their studies in 2010, universities and colleges can charge up to £3,290 per year 
in tuition fees.  Students no longer have to pay these fees up front but can take out a tuition fee loan 
to cover the cost of the fees.  This is paid directly to the university or college. 

To cover living costs, students will still be able to take out a maintenance loan of up to £6,928 if living 
away from home in London, up to £4,950 if living away from home elsewhere and up to £3,383 if 
living at home.  All students are eligible for 72% of this, the remaining 28% is means tested. 

Students only start repaying these loans (tuition fee and maintenance) when they are earning 
£15,000 per year (at a rate of 9% of any earnings above £15,000). 

Non-repayable maintenance grants of up to £2,906 may be available, dependant on household 
income.  Where household income is £25,000 or below, students will qualify for the full £2,906.  A 
sliding scale operates up to household income of £50,020, over which no grant is available.   

Bursaries are also available from universities.  Information on these is available on www.direct.gov.uk 
and www.ucas.com. 

Students must apply to their Local Authority for support, even if they think they will not be eligible.  If 
no application is made, students could be asked to pay the full cost of tuition rather than the £3,290 
per year.  This may be as much as £7,000-£8,000. 

We would advise students to apply as soon as possible now that the service is launched.  As was 
widely reported in the press, the service experienced some difficulties last year in meeting the 
number of applications, so early applications are to be advised.  Workshops will be running in the 
New Year to help navigate students through this process. 

Replying to University Offers 

To date, over 600 applications have been sent to UCAS this year and many students will soon be in a 
position to decide on their firm and insurance offers.  Early reports from UCAS predict that 
applications to university are expected to rise again and it is particularly important that students give 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
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thought to making realistic decisions.  Universities are now less likely to accept students who 
narrowly miss out on their offers so a sensible insurance choice is strongly recommended. 

Help will be available in PLD workshops and students should be directed towards the PowerPoint 
presentation óReplying to Offersô (Moodle/Student Support/Higher Education). 

Being Available During the Summer Holiday 2010 

A level and BTEC National results will be available on Thursday, 19 August.  We urge university 
applicants to study the advice from UCAS concerning Summer holiday plans. 

ñYou will need to be available in person to deal with admissions tutors and make decisions.  You 
should plan your summer holiday now so you are at home when your exam results come out.ò 

Ideally, students should be at home for three weeks following A level results.  Even if successful, 
accommodation etc, will have to be sorted out. 

Road Safety Week (7-11 December) 

Young drivers are, unfortunately, more at risk when they drive than at any other time.  Alton College 
dedicated a week to raising awareness of how to reduce the risk, what happens during an incident 
and the consequences for the victims and their families. 

During our Road Safety week, students were signposted towards the latest statistics from the road 
safety charity, Brake (www.brake.org.uk) as they walked past the TV screen in the College main 
reception area.  In their Personal Learning and Development session, students were given a 
presentation outlining the risks and facts associated with young drivers and their passengers.  250 
students from each year group attended a presentation by the Hampshire Safer Roads campaign ï 
óSafe Drive, Stay Aliveô.  As well as watching a short film, they listened to órealô presenters explaining 

their experiences of road traffic incidents as members of the emergency services, along with a father 
who had lost his son in recent years and an accident survivor.  This was a very moving experience for 
all who attended. 

We welcomed the local Fire Service who demonstrated their role in safely ócutting outô a victim of a 
road traffic incident.  Second year student, Laurie Tupper, agreed to take the role of the victim.  The 
event was filmed and reported on by the Meridian News Team, including interviews with staff and 
students and was then shown on their evening news show. 

Studentsô Union Elections  

The new Studentsô Union Executive was elected on 4 December.  Hustings were vibrant and voting 
extremely well supported.  Congratulations to all concerned, I am sure the new 09/10 team will 
contribute well to all areas of College life.  A big thank you to the out-going team of 08/09 for all they 
have done during the year.  They have been outstanding.      

The new membership is as follows: 

 President     Talie Burkitt-Jones 

 

 Vice President    Ash Mohan 
 

 Social Secretary    Maddie De Lellis Hutchings 

 

 Environmental Officer   Tana Spreadbury 
 

 Press Officer     Kate Allen 

http://www.brake.org.uk/
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 NUS Officer     Rhiannon Moore 

 

 Charities Officer    Charlotte Dodds 

 

 Equality & Diversity Officer  Claudia Turkington 

 

 Secretary     Nina Begum 

 

 Treasurer     Cleo Stringer 

College News and Events 

Celebration and Award Evening 

We were delighted to welcome back to College last yearôs leavers and their parents for a very 
successful and enjoyable event on 16 December.  Our Guest Speaker for the evening was Sir David 
Melville CBE, Chair of Lifelong Learning UK. 
 
During the evening a number of awards were presented to students. 
 

 Christopher Cooper (formerly of The Petersfield School) received the óIan 
Buchan Award for Friendshipô, sponsored by Peter and Barbara 
Buchan and presented by the Principal on their behalf. (See right) 

 

 Kirsty Piper (formerly of Amery Hill School) received 
the óDownie and Gadban Award for Leadershipô, 

sponsored and presented by Stephanie Hollidge-
Goode. (See left) 

 

 James Taylor-Mémé (formerly of Eggars School) 
received the óHarry Marshall Film Awardô, 

sponsored by Annette and Peter Marshall and 
presented by Annette Marshall. (See right) 

 
 

 The Collegeôs Chair of Governors, Ian Taylor presented 5 óGovernorsô 
Awardsô for óOutstanding Achievementô, sponsored by the Governors of 

Alton College, to: 
 

Á Shane Francis (formerly of Bohunt School) 
Á Laura Jurd (formerly of Amery Hill School) 
Á Marie Notermans (formerly of Weydon School) 
Á Oliver Sanders (formerly of Perins School) 
Á Laurence Taylor (formerly of Eggars School) 
 

    Shane Francis   Laura Jurd   Marie Notermans 
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     Oliver Sanders         Laurence Taylor         

 

 

   Charlotte Purdue 

 Charlotte Purdue (formerly of Farnborough Hill School) received the Aldershot and District 
Schools Athletics Association Vice Presidentôs Trophy for her dedication and 

commitment, presented by Dave Adams, Chairman of the Aldershot and District Schools 
Athletics Association.  Charlotte was unaware that she had won this award so the 
announcement on the evening came as a complete surprise and Charlotte was delighted! 

óScholarships for Excellenceô Awards Ceremony 

The Alton College Foundation Scholarships for Excellence Awards Ceremony took place in the 
Berkoff Performing Arts Centre on 5 November.   

Andrew Schryver presented the 

Lynwood Scholarship for 

Excellence in Mathematics to 

Gemma Chapman. 

Nicholas Branch presented the 

Nicholas Branch Scholarship for 

Excellence in the International 

Baccalaureate to Leanne 

Brown. 

Nicholas Branch, on behalf of the 

Dischma Charitable Trust, 

presented the Dischma Trust 

Scholarships for Excellence to 

Shahenda Darwich (Law), 

Helena Graham (English) and 

Brad Darnell Hayes (Music).       The Successful Scholars 

Laura Montgomery (The Ellis Campbell Foundation) presented the Craven Brothers Scholarships for 

Excellence in Engineering to Justus von Haenisch and Adam Doran.  

Hector Brown, on behalf of Gaffney, Cline and Associates, presented the Gaffney Cline and 

Associates Scholarships for Excellence in Science to Katherine Holmes and Joshua Potter.  
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Niven Baird (Alton Decorative and Fine Art Society) presented the ADFAS Scholarships for 

Excellence in Art (One Year Foundation Course) to Alexandra Homans and Amy Tapuska.  

Tom Yendell presented the Peach Scholarship for Excellence in the Arts to Faybia Firbank. 

Trevor Heley, on behalf of Mrs Merula Frankel, presented the Richard Frankel Memorial Scholarship 

in Medicine to Louisa Woollen.  

All the students who were awarded 

scholarships were able to meet and talk 

with their sponsors and an enjoyable 

evening was had by all. 

 

 

 

The Scholarship Sponsors 

 

Matrix Award 

The College successfully achieved the national Matrix Award following its assessment in November.  
The award is for the quality of information, advice and guidance given to current students and those 
due to start at College.  The feedback provided by the assessors was overwhelmingly positive. 

Debating Competition 

The English-Speaking Union Schools óMaceô is the oldest schools debating competition in the world.  
Over 600 schools enter each year and former winners include respected journalists, scientists, 
lawyers and MPs.   

This year, the draw for the first round left Alton College competing against All Hallows Catholic 
School, Peter Symonds College, St Swithunôs School, The Royal School Haslemere and Winchester 
College.  The Alton College team, Katherine Crofts-Gibbons, Peter Meiklejohn, David Comley 
(reserve) and Thomas Maynes (reserve) had their work cut out!   

First competitors were All Hallows, debating against a scratch team from The Royal School (following 
St Swithunôs withdrawal).  The motion was óthis house believes that the next government should raise 
taxes rather than cut spendingô.  All Hallows put in a strong performance in opposition giving 
examples of waste of public money which included MPsô duck houses, policemen on bicycles and 
Teachers TV. 

The next motion was óthis house would assassinate dictatorsô.  The Royal School proposed the 
motion arguing that the ends justified the means and that assassination was the óonly wayô to effect 
change.  Alton had some powerful arguments in reply:  Peter cited numerous examples arguing that 
assassination was a blunt instrument which simply did not work in practice; Katherine compared 
assassination to pulling up a weed without removing the roots, arguing that the roots of dictatorship 
must be attacked if change was to be affected. 

The final motion was óthis house would randomly test school pupils for illegal drugsô.  Winchester 
College proposed the motion arguing that random testing could be cost-effective and practical if 
performed by the school nurse on a monthly basis.  Peter Symonds argued passionately that such 



 
8 

random testing would be degrading and that its imposition would undermine our fundamental rights 
and freedoms. 

Following lengthy deliberations the judges declared Alton College the winners and All Hallows the 
runners up.  Alton will now progress to the second round of this prestigious competition. 

Well done Katherine and Peter ï a fantastic performance. 

Bar Mock Trial Competition 

On 26 November, a Bar Mock Trial competition took place in the Dynamic Learning Centre at Alton 
College.  Teams from South Downs College travelled to Alton to oppose our teams in two trials.  Tim 
Moores of 12 College Place, a Barrister with 20 years experience and Valerie Kelly Miller, a local 
Magistrate, kindly agreed to judge the competition in accordance with Citizenship Foundation judging 
criteria. 

In the first trial, the Prosecution alleged that the Defendant (played by William Broughton of Alton 
College) had in his possession a large amount of cannabis which he intended to sell to his 
classmates.  When he insisted that the cannabis was for his own consumption, they produced a list of 
students who they said were potential customers.  The Prosecution witnesses from South Downs 
were questioned closely by the Alton College Defence team, Joseph Byrne and Eloise Barter.  The 
Defence called their witness (played by Jake White of Alton College) who said that although his 
name was on the list he wouldnôt dream of damaging his cycling ambitions by taking drugs.  The 
Defendant was found ónot guiltyô by a jury of South Downs and Alton students.  The judges 
deliberated and declared that the Alton team had put in the best performance in that round. 

In the second trial, the Alton College Prosecution team, Shahenda Darwich and Ahana Nabhajit, 
alleged that the Defendant had stolen a watch from the victim on a bus.  The victim, played by Sarah 
Cowdrey of Alton College, explained that a youth wearing a grey ñhoodyò had held a knife to her 

throat and stolen her watch.  Despite detailed questioning by South Downsô Defence team, she 
insisted that she was sure that she had correctly identified the Defendant as the person who stole her 
watch.  Jo Lee of Alton College played the policeman who arrested the Defendant when she spotted 

her wearing a ñhoodyò and a watch identical to that described by the victim.  The South Downs 
Defence team produced their witnesses who argued that this was a case of mistaken identity.  The 
Defendant from South Downs was found ónot guiltyô.  However, following lengthy deliberations, the 
judges decided that the Alton team had once again performed better than the South Downs team. 

Many congratulations to the Bar Mock team for a double victory against South Downs. 

Fundraising for Ghana 

International Baccalaureate students Stuart Bolus, James Barry, Alex Casalis de Pury, Phil Le Fanu 
and Nick Robson have been using their Creativity Action Service to raise funds for a library block at a 
school in Ghana.  The new Library has been named the Alton Wing.  All 5 students will be going to 
Ghana for 2 months to help teach English at the school.  

British Physics Olympiad Success - 1 Silver, 4 Bronzes and 6 
Commendations 
 
The Physics Olympiad encourages the study of Physics and recognises excellence in young 
physicists through annual Physics competitions.  Real-world problem solving questions are used to 
stretch and challenge a student's understanding of the principles of physics.  
  
In October 14 of our second year Physics students were successful in the first round where they 
gained merits.  Eleven of these students opted to take part in the challenging second round where 
they competed against 1014 students from 217 colleges/schools.  James Whitehead was awarded 
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silver; with bronze awards to Oliver Birch, Alex Cobb, James Cox and Auriol Rae.  Commendations 
were awarded to Josh Brown, Sam Cobb, Philip Collin, Will Haynes, Ed Hogg and Katie Roe.     

óThe Alternativeô 

Student Gwen Hanauer has now launched The Alternative, a new student website, devised by 

students, for students.  This can be found on Moodle or by going direct via the Internet - http://the-
alternative.ning.com/   

The site reviews and publicises events in the local area and London. Gwen, with Assistant Editors, 
Dan Smith and Kieran Watkins and a team of writers/interviewers, also interview celebrities in these 
fields and already have exclusive interviews from Hugh Dennis and Dara OôBrian of TVôs óMock the 
Weekô.  Some of the writers attend the College Magazine class to hone their skills in writing for 
publication and are producing some interesting work. 

Anyone can join The Alternative by going to the website above and registering. 

Manga/Anime Club 

Students Emily Wain and Ash Knight have recently launched a new Manga/Anime Club on Fridays 

in Room 314 from 12:40 to 13:30.  The aim of the group is to focus on the union of students with 
similar interests and show newcomers what the Manga/Anime is about in order to generate interest.  
For parents who are unfamiliar with this, hereôs a quick run-down on what it is about: 

Anime (₈⅔∞?) refers to the animation style originated in Japan.  It is characterized by distinctive 

characters and backgrounds (hand-drawn or computer-generated) that visually and thematically set it 
apart from other forms of animation.  Storylines may include a variety of fictional or historical 
characters, events, and settings. Anime is aimed at a broad range of audiences and consequently, a 
given series may have aspects of a range of genres. 

Manga ( ?) is Japanese for "Comics" or "Whimsical images".  Manga developed from a mixture of 

ukiyo-e and Western styles of drawing, and took its current form shortly after World War II. Manga, 
apart from covers, is usually published in black and white but it is common to find introductions to 
chapters to be in colour and is read from right to left. 

Future plans for the club are to: 

 Start some competitions, e.g. drawing 

 Introduce Anime fans to new fandoms, broadening their range of reading and watching 

Senior Team Maths Challenge  

Four of our students participated in the UK Maths Trust, Further Maths Support Programme, Senior 
Team Maths Challenge 2009 Regional Final (for Hampshire) in November.  Out of the 21 teams 
(mostly private schools) and 77 participants, Alton came a very commendable 7th place.  

The students were Corrina Wilson, Jon Masson, Ash Mohan and Lydia Skuse (2 students from each 
year group). 
 

http://webmail.altoncollege.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://the-alternative.ning.com/
http://webmail.altoncollege.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://the-alternative.ning.com/
http://webmail.altoncollege.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Installing_Japanese_character_sets
http://webmail.altoncollege.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manga
http://webmail.altoncollege.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Installing_Japanese_character_sets
http://webmail.altoncollege.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukiyo-e
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Back row: 
Corrina, Lydia; 
front row: Ash, 
Jon 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There were three rounds: 
  
The Group Round:  ten questions which the teams had around 40 minutes to solve.  Teams had to 

decide their own strategy, such as work in pairs, as a group or individually.  
  
The Crossnumber Round:  a mathematical crossword puzzle with one pair from the team solving 

the across clues and the other pair the down clues. 
  
The Mini-relay Round:  individual members of the team had to answer mathematical questions 

which they can begin work on immediately but information passed from other members of the team is 
needed to solve them completely. 
  
The students worked really well together and enjoyed the challenges involved!  The results were:  
  
Gold: 8 
Silver: 23 
Bronze: 23 
  
The challenge consisted of 25 challenging, non-calculator multiple-choice maths questions in 90 
minutes such as (an easy, medium and hard question): 
 
 Q1.  What is 20% of 30%? 

A: 6%             B: 10%            C: 15%            D: 50%            E: 60% 
  
Q16:   The positive numbers x and y satisfy the equations x4 - y4 = 2009 and x2 + y2 = 49. 

What is the value of y ? 

A: 1     B: 2      C: 3      D: 4     E: more information is needed 
  
Q25:   Four positive integers a, b, c and d are such that 

abcd + abc + bcd + cda + dab + ab + bc + cd + da + ac + bd + a + b + c + d = 2009. 
What is the value of a + b + c + d? 
A: 73   B: 75    C: 77    D: 79   E: 81 
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Our highest scoring student, Jon Masson, got 17 questions correct, scoring 88 marks.  (Students start 
with 25 marks, gain 4 marks for each correct answer and lose 1 mark for each incorrect answer, to 
discourage guessing). 
  
The top 40% of students nationally are awarded a certificate in the ratio of 1:2:3 for Gold, Silver and 
Bronze.  If our students were as good as the rest of the country, we would have been awarded 5 
Gold, 10 Silver and 15 Bronze awards.  We therefore achieved significantly more than the national 
average. 
  
P.S.  The answers are A, B and A! 

Drama and Theatre Studies 

Alton College Theatre Company ï óOutside Edgeô 

The Alton College Theatre Company gave some outstanding performances of the acclaimed comedy 
óOutside Edgeô by Richard Harris on 15, 16 and 17 December 2009 in the Berkoff Theatre.  
Congratulations to all the students involved for their incredible hard work, evident from their excellent 
performances. 

A2 students have been working hard on their óDevised Projectsô which will be shown in the Berkoff 
Theatre on 27 and 28 January 2010.  Tickets, which are free of charge, are now available from the 
Cash Office.  

Wednesday 27 January 

ôTHE HOLIDAYõ by EXIT THEATRE CO.  (7pm) 

Matt Sharman - Hayles * Lottie Webb * Dan R. Smith * Hannah 

Wenham * Nathan Blott * Emily Wain  

  

ôCOLLAREDõ by ELEPHANTINE  (8pm) 

Gwen Hanauer * Naomi Palmer * Ilana de Jouvencel *  

Robert Gould * Rachel Parsons * Be th Warnock  
 

ôTHE DEMOLITIONõ by RUBBLE THEATRE CO.  (9pm) 

Hannah Watts * Emily Purkhardt * Beth Finney *  

Luke Oates * Emily Fausett  

Thursday 28 January 

ôTHE KEYõ by OFF WITH HEAD PRODS.  (7pm) 

Jazz Berry  *  Charley Graham  *  Harriet Pelling  *  

Rupert Adams * Charlotte Adam s * April Atkins  

óUNACCEPTABLE IN THE 80ôSô by PLAYBOX PRODS. (8pm) 

Sarah Cunningham * Morgan Murdoch - Thompson * Robbie Medway * 

Stephanie Cann * Dan Smith * Tabby Kaye  
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ôHACKNEYõ by N1 PRODS.  (9pm) 

Dan Ross- Kellam * Daisy Hill * Hannah Thomas *  

Imogen Davis * Katie Br ook 

Music 

The last half term has seen many internal College concerts, featuring soloists and ensembles from 
the College.  There were two AS recitals on 10 and 19 November; a Music Technology Showcase 
concert in the Forum on 12 November; the Instrumental Concert in the Forum on 2 December; the 
Choral Concert in All Saints Church on 11 December; two gigs by The Jazz Factory at the Hen & 
Chicken in Froyle on 9 November and 14 December; an Open Mic Nite in the Forum on 15 
December.  Unfortunately, due to the severe weather conditions, the Reunion Gig on 18 December 
had to be cancelled. 

As a Christmas treat, on 16 December Jonathan Roberts, Gamelan tutor from Birmingham 
Conservatoire, spent the day with AS & A2 music students, playing Balinese Gamelan and looking at 
the music in a cultural context.  

At the end of September a number of music students applied to Music colleges.  Since half term they 
had been very busy attending auditions up and down the country, and congratulations must already 
go to James Golborn who achieved a place to study composition at the Royal Welsh College of Music 
and Drama, to Ieuan Williams who achieved a place to study Trombone at the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama, and to Conor Chaplin - who was offered a place to study jazz at Trinity College of 

Music and is being put forward for a scholarship.  

Congratulations are also due to James Golborn, Talie Burkitt-Jones and Richard Hames who have all 

received a Hampshire Award for Excellence in Composition.  The award entitles the young 
composers to tuition, over a two year period, 
and each composer is attached to a Hampshire 
County or Area Ensemble, for which they will 
write music. Hannah Dilkes, who lives in Surrey 
and was ineligible for a Hampshire award, is 
writing a piece for the Surrey County Youth 
Orchestra. The orchestra rehearsed the piece 
last week, and, after adding a third movement, 
Hannah hopes that they will perform it early in 
2010.  

LifeForce Festival  

The next in the series of LifeForce Festival 
concerts will take place on 29 January 2010, 
with Polar Bear presenting a workshop and 
concert.  Tickets are available from the Anvil 
Box Office. 

The first of the LifeForce Festival concerts 

took place on 27 November.  óAn evening with 
three individual ladiesô was very well attended 
and response to the concert was incredibly 
positive.  The workshops clearly gave the 
audience some inspiration and insight into the 
reality of being a professional practitioner and 
illustrated three very different genres of music 
composition.  One of the attendees 

http://webmail.altoncollege.ac.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.conservatoire.bcu.ac.uk/departments/world-music

